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Habenaria albomarginata King & Pantl. (y ^f4) ^"rflE~‘) 


Recent botanical explorations in the 
montane and alpine zones of the Nepal 
Himalaya done by Department of Plant 
Resources, Nepal and University of Tokyo 
jointly gathered a great number of 
orchidaceous specimens. The second author, 
Tsukaya, identified them and prepared some 
of them in local floras (Tsukaya 1999, 2000). 
Recently a terrestrial orchid resembling the 
species of Habenaria or Platanthera was 
collected in several localities. This is deter¬ 
mined Habenaria albomarginata described 
from the Sikkim Himalya by King and 
Pantling (1898), and now it is known to be 
distributed in East Himalaya (Nepal to 
Bhutan through Sikkim) and SE Tibet. From 
Nepal it was collected by Stainton, Sykes 
and Williams in central and Beer in east 
(Hara et al. 1978). 

Habenaria albomarginata has attractive 
flowers of which sepals and petals are green 
with conspicuous white margins. In Nepal 
Habenaria albomarginata occurs mainly in 
the alpine regions of the central and east 
zones as shown in ‘specimens examined’, 
and grows in alpine vegetations with 
Kobresia spp. and some apiaceous species 
on slopes facing east to west. 

King and Pantling (1898) classified this in 
the genus Habenaria but Kranzlin (1901) 
transfered it to Platanthera. Recently Banerji 


and Pradhan (1984) removed it to Peristylus. 

As shown in Fig. 1 the flower of 
Habenaria albomarginata is different from 
typical forms of both Habenaria and 
Platanthera. Habenaria albomarginata has 
petals shorter than lateral sepals. The lateral 
and dorsal sepals are reflexed. The petals are 
free from the dorsal sepal and form a hood 
over the column. The posture of the dorsal 
sepal is different from the most species of 
Habenaria in which the dorsal sepal joins its 
petals to form hood over column. The lip is 
very shallowly trilobed or almost simple. But 
the spur is short, usually less than the half 
length of the ovary. In the column the upper 
half consists of a pair of anthers with lateral 
cleft, and the lower half is the stigmatic sur¬ 
face with a straight rostellum at the upper 
side. The stigma is not extruded from the 
column. It has two or more pollinia of which 
viscidia are small, hemispheroid and some¬ 
times borne on the rostellum. The caudicle of 
the pollinia is short. The column structure as 
described above are much similar to those of 
Habenaria than Platanthera, particularly in 
the lack of extremely wide viscidium. 
Though the features of the flowers in short 
racemes, the undivided rostellum and the 
incospicuously convex stigma are different 
from those of the typical representatives of 
Peristylus, most of the floral features agree 
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Fig. 1. Peristylis albomarginata (King & Pantl.) Banerji & P.Pradhan collected in Jaljale Himal, 
East Nepal (H. Ohba & al. 9153245). Al: Flower, side view. A2: Flower, lateral and dorsal se¬ 
pals and petals removed. B: Flower, 3/4 view. C: Plant in flower. D: Pollinarium. E: Column and 
lip. F: Dorsal sepal. G: Petal. H: Lateral sepal. 
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with those of that genus. Though we now 
treat it as the species of Peristylus, to eluci¬ 
date the taxonomic status of the species it is 
needed to make further comparative studies 
on the related spcies and genera. 

Peristylus albomarginata (King & 
Pantl.) Banerji & P.Pradhan, Orchids Nep. 
Him.: 92 (1984). 

Habenaria albomarginata King & Pantl. 
in Ann. Bot. Gard. Calcutta 8: 322, t. 425 
(1898). Hara, Steam and Williams, Enum. 
Flow. PI. Nepal 1: 45 (1978). 

Platanthera albomarginata (King & 
Pantl.) Kraenzl., Orchid. Gen. Sp. 1: 939 
(1901). 

Platanthera sp.: Tsukaya in H.Ohba and 
H. Ikeda, FI. Hinku & Hunku Valleys: 239 
( 2000 ). 

Specimens examined. NEPAL. Koshi Zone. 
Sankhuwa Sabha Distr.: Jaljale Himal, Khokling to 
Jaljale, alt. 3420-4030 m. H.Ohba et al. 9153224 on 21 
July 1991; Jaljale to Tin Pokhari, alt. 4030-4170 m. H. 
Ohba et al. 9153245 on 22 July 1991; Jaljale Himal, 
Tin Pokhari to Banduke, alt. ca. 4100 m. H. Ohba et al. 
9120174 on 24 July 1991. Sagarmatha Zone. Soluk- 
humbu Distr.: around Tangnag, alt. 4310 m. M. 
Wakabayashi et al. 9715154 on 12 August 1997. 
Bagmati Zone. Rasuwa Distr.: Jaisuli Kund, alt. 4260 
m. F. Miyamoto et al. 9400047 & 9410108 on 30 July 
1994. 

We are grateful to Ms. Mutsuko Nakajima 
for the detailed illustration. We express our 
thanks to Mr. Madhusdan Bista, Director 
General of the HMG Department of Plant 
Resources, Kathmandu, for his support for 
our field researches in Nepal. This study was 
supported by a Grant-in-Aid for Scientific 
Research (A) from Japan Society for the 
Promotion of Science, no. 11691178 in 1999 
and 2000 (to H. O.). 
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